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Field Crops Newsletter:
In General:
The big challenge for many of you this
spring will be choosing which crops to plant, and
how much of each. Thankfully, for once in a very
long time it appears that we will not be selecting the
lesser of the “evils”, but the best of several good
alternatives. As planting time gets nearer, I hope that
the smoke will clear some so that crop and variety
selections can be completed in time to allow good
preparations for planting.
Our Crop College in Vaiden is moving along
very well, with good attendance and a lot of good
interest and discussions. I regret that the time and
location did not fit more of you, however the meeting
room we are using at the Vaiden Library is about
right for the group we have. I wish now that I had
planned to do two of these this year in two locations,
but I wanted to wait and see how well the idea
worked. Thanks so much to those who have
participated.
Cotton:
We have received the final results of the Hill
area cotton variety trials. There were expected
results as well as surprises. I am including a copy of
the sheets with the results for early and mid maturity
tests from all hill locations. As you will see when
you look at the results closely, the Fibermax varieties
performed exceptionally well, especially in the earlymaturity group. Paymaster 1218BGRR was the top
yielder in the early group at Durant; however it
continued it’s old habit of high mike. In the midmaturity group, Stoneville varieties led the hills, with
their ST5242BR on top, followed closely by
ST5599BR. Two conventionals, DP493 and PSC355
did well, and BCG28R led a very close group of RR
varieties.
The results from our seeding rate tests on the
King Farm in Rankin County showed that on silty
clay loam soil 2 seed per drop on 12 inch centers
were not enough. The 3 and 4 seed drops yielded
very close to the same. With this finding, I suggest
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you plant 4 seed per drop. With 4 potential plants
emerging from high-quality seed with good seedling
disease protection, you should be able to stand a
population loss down to around 3 without yield loss.
At another location on heavier clay loam soil, 4 seed
per drop did noticeably better than 3; this indicates
that on soils that produce smaller plants, more plants
are needed. I suggest you drop no fewer than 4, and
possibly 5 seed per foot in similar situations. These
tests were done with the Deltapine 555BGRR variety.
Corn:

Since corn will be the first crop planted, it
will be the first to demand a solid decision. I hope
that you will continue with corn as a rotation crop for
cotton as long as it is economically feasible. When
you include the consideration that cotton following
corn commonly yields 200 to 300 more pounds of lint
per acre than continuous cotton, corn is a little easier
to plant.
For those who are still planting the 22,000 to
24,000 seed per acre, I encourage you to consider
raising your seeding rate a little and go to the 26,000
to 27,000 level. We have been “creeping up” on the
population for several years, but as we have moved
up yields have also risen. When combined with early
planting to avoid some of the drought risk, these
higher populations have shown themselves
justifiable. Some have had the courage to go past
30,000, but I am not ready to recommend that
because of the chance of getting caught by limited
water without irrigation. Stay with reduced tillage to
conserve water, and early planting to grow your
plants when rains are normally adequate, and you
should do well.
The Miss. Corn Growers Assn. meeting is
scheduled for Feb. 24 in Greenwood at the Civic
Center. Registration will begin at 8:30AM, and the
program will end after lunch. Topics will cover most
corn production practices.

Soybeans:
This crop is the real surprise with prices
reaching levels we have not seen since 1996/97. The
market is apparently trying to buy acres in the face of
higher corn and cotton prices, lower supplies, and the
threat of soybean rust. It looks like soybean prices
hit a barrier at the $8 level, which has temped some
speculators to bail, however if the market stays strong
they may break through next time. For those who
have not planted soybeans in a few years, I encourage
you to study the varieties carefully. Try to avoid
taking whatever is available at planting time because
you will likely get something others have culled.
Soybeans are no longer the low-management crop
they once were; a good scouting program will make
you money.
One idea you should consider is that of doing
your burndown fairly early relative to planting. Dr.
Dan Poston at Stoneville has seen good yield
increases from planting into vegetation that has been
killed well in advance of planting. Combinations of
glyphosate and 2,4-D, as well as glyphosate plus
residual herbicides like Lexone/Sencor or Valor have
done well in this role. Getting this job done earlier
will also remove most of the risk of drift onto corn
later.
I encourage you to attend the first Miss.
Soybean Shortcourse at MSU on Feb. 11. This will
be a full day of information on all aspects of soybean
production. Call
for more
information.
Wheat:

For those with wheat, this is an opportunity
to make some rare spring profit. Weather for wheat
has been reasonably good, but make sure you are
getting surface water off fields quickly to avoid
saturated soil conditions.
Look for your best opportunity to apply
nitrogen as the internode will soon begin to elongate
in preparation for heading. Of course, if you want to
apply 2,4-D or similar herbicides for broadleaf weed
and onion control this should also be done before
elongation of the internode. You should also begin
scouting for diseases and insects. Call if you need
help.
Soil Fertility:
I hope you have done your soil sampling, or
if not will get it done very soon during one of the
warm sunny periods we are having. Take advantage

of the fact that lime increases the availability and
efficiency of all fertilizers and get it applied, if
recommended, at your first opportunity. This year
will be especially important for having pH levels
right so that every pound of this expensive nitrogen
will have its best chance to perform well. When this
is done, I am comfortable with N rates of 80 to 90
pounds per acre for cotton, or even a little less
following corn or soybeans. For corn, we need a
minimum of 180 pounds per acre, and 200 plus if you
want to go for maximum yields.
Based on some experiences we had last
spring with heavy rains following surface
applications of dry ammonium nitrate, I suggest that
if you have the equipment you inject your N as N-sol
and protect it from this chance of loss. Other ways to
maximize the efficiency of N are to delay application
until pinhead square for cotton or until the five leaf
stage for corn; or split-apply it preplant and at these
later stages. By that time also, gas prices may drop
enough to allow the N price to come down a little.
In Conclusion:
True enough, markets are looking better, and
we made excellent yields last year. This is a new
year, and the risks are the same as in any year. Plan
on doing the practices you need, but stay
conservative. It’s a good bet that a lot of unnecessary
things will be offered to you with a lot of very
persuasive talk, but stick to the tried and proven. We
were blessed last year, and if it’s meant to be we will
be again.
Sincerely,

Ernest H. Flint, Ph.D., CCA
Area Agent – Agronomic Crops
Coming Events:
Feb.6 – Miss. Cattleman’s Conv. & Trade Show
Trade Mart, Jackson
Feb.11 – Miss. Soybean Shortcourse, Bost, MSU
Feb. 24 – Miss. Corn Growers Assn. Civic Center,
Greenwood (Tentative)
Feb.25 – Ag Update, CMREC, Raymond
Feb.27 – Ag Update, Bost, MSU
Feb.27,28 – MidSouth Gin Show, Memphis

